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The Foothills Area Command continues to work hard in addressing the quality of 
life and safety issues in the East Central corridor with high visibility patrols, 
briefing the officers at the beginning of their shifts in the community and a zero 
tolerance enforcement practice on littering, panhandling, jaywalking, and traffic 
enforcement.  We are also utilizing detectives in an unmarked capacity to identify 
criminal behaviors and direct patrol officers to the offenders.   
 
We have had several pedestrians hit by motor vehicles in this area over the 
years.  With the increased enforcement campaign, we are trying to educate the 
public and stop the behavior.  The design of the road itself is also a major factor 
in the problem.  Three eastbound lanes, three westbound lanes, a turning lane in 
the middle, numerous business establishments and nothing to prevent pedestrian 
travel all factor into the pedestrian problem.  This design is currently under review 
by D.M.D.  We should see some improvements forthcoming.  
  
 

 
A juvenile black bear wonders into Albuquerque for a night on the town- Photo by Det. Shawna Aragon 

 



Tact Plans are a directed patrol activity designed to address a specific issue.  I 
have directed Sergeants and Lieutenants to review and approve all tact plans 
submitted by their Officers prior to implementation.  This is to teach the officers 
problem solving theory and identify available resources.  We are looking to 
increase the officer’s ability to identify issues within their assigned beats and 
sectors, develop a response strategy and plan of action, identify necessary 
resources to positively impact the issue, track the effectiveness of the response 
and re-address the problem as necessary.  I am encouraging officers to be 
creative, inclusive, take ownership of their beats and work diligently to improve 
the neighborhood for our neighbors.   
 
Within the Foothills Area Command we have a couple of personnel changes to 
make you aware of.  Sergeant Nick Gonzales was promoted to Lieutenant.  He 
was assigned to Graveyard at the recent bid to temporarily cover the watch.  He 
is now the Swingshift Watch Commander, working 3pm to 11pm, Monday-Friday. 
Officer TJ Heinl was promoted to Sergeant and will remain in charge of Team 8 
on Graveyard.  Sergeant Louis Sanchez was promoted to Lieutenant and is now 
the Graveyard Watch Commander.  He works 10pm to 6am, Sunday night to 
Thursday night.  I also want to recognize Officer Richard Locke for being 
selected Uniformed Officer of the Month for May, 2011.   
 
Dayshift 
 
On May 19th, Officer J. Duran was dispatched to the Sandia Laboratory Federal 
Credit Union, located at 3707 Juan Tabo N.E. A robbery had been called in. 
While Officer Duran was at the bank obtaining statements a second robbery 
occurred across the street at First Community Bank. The second call contained a 
vehicle description and a license plate. 
 
Officer Duran left the S.L.F.C.U. to checked the area and found the offender in a 
third bank (Bank of the West) parking lot at 3201 Juan Tabo. Officer Duran 
attempted to detain the offender. She jumped the curb and fled from the scene. 
Officer Duran pursued the offender and stopped the vehicle within two blocks of 
the third bank. The offender was taken into custody. The vehicles suffered little to 
no damage and there were no injuries. 
 
On May 31st Officers were dispatched to Smith’s grocery store located at 4700 
Tramway N.E. regarding a shoplifting call. The offenders had taken large bottles 
of vodka and were been chased by store employees. The offenders got into their 
vehicle and attempted to drive away. They crashed into several vehicles in the 
parking lot. The offenders then tried to flee on foot. Sergeant Mike Woolley 
apprehended one of the offenders and Lieutenant Gary Reed caught the driver. 
The other two offenders got away 
 
During a field briefing on May 31st, Officer Friedfertig contacted a suspicious 
subject who was walking around the Econo Lodge located on Hotel Circle. The 
subject was found to be in the possession of marijuana and had been sleeping in 




